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Arthur C. Brooks : Who Really Cares: The Surprising Truth About Compassionate Conservatism -- America's 
Charity Divide--Who Gives, Who Do  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Who Really Cares: The Surprising Truth About Compassionate Conservatism -- America's 
Charity Divide--Who Gives, Who Do: 

12 of 17 people found the following review helpful. An interesting readBy Susanna HutchesonThis is a rather 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B004VRP37S


fascinating book. I find it interesting to read about who gives and why and who doesn't give and why. The way we 
give tells a lot about us as a people. So do the organizations we give to.This book goes into great detail and uses only 
the data. It is not biased. It's interesting the read that the working poor give more than the rich when you take into 
account the percentage of their income.It's also interesting to read that people who give are happier and that giving 
creates prosperity. I've always believed that --- in a secular and not religious way.I recommend this book to anyone 
who is interested in giving and people who give and also to people who would like to increase their own prosperity by 
putting the law of giving into effect.This is a well documented, well written book.4 of 7 people found the following 
review helpful. Conservatives and religious are the most charitableBy artfulJohnThe significant conclusion of this 
book is that it is the conservative and religious amongst us who are the most charitable. Brooks reaches this conclusion 
by reviewing a mass of available statistical data -. A substantial appendix provides detail and background to these 
surveys conducted by independent research bodies during the decade preceding this work. He is candid in admitting 
that it is not necessarily a conclusion that he was predisposed toward. They are, he admits, "contrary to my political 
and cultural roots." This fact, he says spurred him to even more rigorous analysis which failed to overturn the 
inescapable conclusion.Amongst other findings he notes the US electoral map and the charity map are remarkably 
similar: "For example, registered Republicans were seven points more likely to give at least once in 2002 than 
registered Democrats." Furthermore, he finds, "religious people are far more charitable with their time and money than 
secularists." And "people deeply embedded on the political left are usually not part of a "culture" of giving."Most of 
the research is presented lucidly ad compellingly. My one cavil being the author's tendency to present and then re-
present similar findings with minor variations. The style becomes somewhat repetitive. The section which for me was 
the hardest to digest was one in which Brooks discusses the notion that charity stimulates prosperity not only at 
societal level but also at the individual: the so called "Rockefeller Hypothesis" first stated by the founder of the 
eponymous philanthropic foundation. Brooks presents a statistical analysis of the causal relationship between 
individual giving and individual prosperity about which I remain skeptical.These last concerns aside this is a book that 
belongs in collections devoted to the serious study of charity, philanthropy and the third sector.19 of 25 people found 
the following review helpful. Should be REQUIRED reading in Congress and ALL schoolsBy cassandraThis is a well-
researched, respectful, compassionate book that reveals the TRUE American character: one of remarkable charity at 
home and abroad, with money, time, and talents. My hat is off to Brooks for gathering the difficult to locate 
information and carefully documenting the facts about American culture and spirit. We are a giving people. THIS is 
exactly the trait we must not lose--not from a consistently overbearing nanny state mentality or from a lack of 
compassion that is springing up as a reaction to governmental interference in every aspect of our lives. God, family, 
and country are sound principles that form the basis for our compassion and have made this country the envy of the 
world. There are many problems in the world, but the SOLUTION is voluntary cooperation by individuals in virtually 
all circumstances.

We all know we should give to charity, but who really does? In his controversial study of America's giving habits, 
Arthur C. Brooks shatters stereotypes about charity in America-including the myth that the political Left is more 
compassionate than the Right. Brooks, a preeminent public policy expert, spent years researching giving trends in 
America, and even he was surprised by what he found. In Who Really Cares, he identifies the forces behind American 
charity: strong families, church attendance, earning one's own income (as opposed to receiving welfare), and the belief 
that individuals-not government-offer the best solution to social ills. But beyond just showing us who the givers and 
non-givers in America really are today, Brooks shows that giving is crucial to our economic prosperity, as well as to 
our happiness, health, and our ability to govern ourselves as a free people.


