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Steven Johnson : Where Good Ideas Come From  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Where Good Ideas Come From: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. I'm glad I read itBy Brent RussellHe could have shortened this book 
by a third, while easily covering all the ideas. Some repetition was irritating. But there are a number of good points 
and lots of stories about people and developments I wasn't very familiar with, and I would definitely recommend the 
book.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Informative but repetitiveBy Rebekah McGuffeyMr. Johnson, 
obviously has a great grasp of history and the innovative lessons we can learn from it. This book was a very practical 
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help to anyone trying to cultivate innovation in their lives. I do feel that the principal lessons could have been 
communicated with more economy of chapters.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great read for 
anyone interested creativity, innovation and how ideas come to beBy DougSteven Johnson is a genius. He is eloquent, 
thoughtful and just plain intelligent. I found this to be interesting and useful for my work (consulting and executive 
coaching). My only wish would be that he could be just a bit more concise.

The printing press, the pencil, the flush toilet, the battery--these are all great ideas. But where do they come from? 
What kind of environment breeds them? What sparks the flash of brilliance? How do we generate the breakthrough 
technologies that push forward our lives, our society, our culture? Steven Johnson's answers are revelatory as he 
identifies the seven key patterns behind genuine innovation, and traces them across time and disciplines. From Darwin 
and Freud to the halls of Google and Apple, Johnson investigates the innovation hubs throughout modern time and 
pulls out the approaches and commonalities that seem to appear at moments of originality.

From Publishers WeeklyJohnson--writer, Web guru, and bestselling author of Everything Bad Is Good for You--
delivers a sweeping look at innovation spanning nearly the whole of human history. What sparks our great ideas? 
Johnson breaks down the cultural, biological, and environmental fuel into seven broad "patterns," each packed with 
diverse, at times almost disjointed anecdotes that Johnson synthesizes into a recipe for success. A section on "slow 
hunches" captivates, taking readers from the FBI's work on 9/11 to Google's development of Google News. A section 
on error takes us through a litany of accidental innovations, including the one that eventually led to the invention of 
the computer. "Being right keeps you in place," Johnson reminds us. "eing wrong forces us to explore." It's eye-
opening stuff--although it does require an investment from the reader. But as fans of the author's previous work know, 
an investment in Johnson pays off, and those who stick with the author as he meanders through an occasional 
intellectual digression will come away enlightened and entertained, and with something perhaps even more useful--
how to recognize the conditions that could spark their own creativity and innovation. Another mind-opening work 
from the author of Mind Wide Open. (Oct.) (c) Copyright copy; PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.From BooklistThe 
figure of the lone genius may captivate us, but we intuit that such geniusesrsquo; creations donrsquo;t materialize in a 
vacuum. Johnson supported the intuition in his biography of eighteenth-century scientist Joseph Priestly (The 
Invention of Air, 2009) and here explores it from different angles using sets of anecdotes from science and art that 
underscore some social or informational interaction by an inventor or artist. Assuring readers that he is not engaged in 
ldquo;intellectual tourism,rdquo; Johnson recurs to the real-world effects of individuals and organizations operating in 
a fertile information environment. Citing the development of the Internet and its profusion of applications such as 
Twitter, the author ascribes its success to ldquo;exaptationrdquo; and ldquo;stacked platforms.rdquo; By which he 
means that curious people used extant stuff or ideas to produce a new bricolage and did so because of their immersion 
in open networks. With his own lively application of stories about Darwinrsquo;s theory of atolls, the failure to thwart 
9/11, and musician Miles Davis, Johnson connects with readers promoting hunches and serendipity in themselves and 
their organizations. --Gilbert Taylor "[A] rich, integrated and often sparkling book. Mr. Johnson, who knows a thing or 
two about the history of science, is a first-rate storyteller."--"The New York Times" "A vision of innovation and ideas 
that is resolutely social, dynamic and material...Fluidly written, entertaining and smart without being arcane."--"Los 
Angeles Times""A magical mystery tour of the history and architecture of innovation."--"The Oregonian""A rapid-fire 
tour of 'spaces' large, small, mental, physical, and otherwise... Where Good Ideas Come From may be the ultimate 
distillation of his thinking on these issues... One admires the intellectual athleticism of Johnson's maneuvers here."--
"Boston Globe" 


