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P. J. Budahn : What to Expect in the Military: A Practical Guide for Young People, Parents, and Counselors 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised What to Expect in the 
Military: A Practical Guide for Young People, Parents, and Counselors: 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Too Late for Me, but not for OthersBy TomIf I'd had this book in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B001NJ09JO


high school, or even earlier, I might have gone ahead with my plans to enlist. This book makes clear all the hype and 
outright foolishness portrayed in Hollywood about boot camp and military life. In fairness, having not been in the 
military, I could be wrong: maybe this book is totally misleading. If so, the author did a good job hiding it, because 
everything said rang true. This should be in every high school guidance counsellor's office, every career office, every 
library. It just makes plain sense out of all the strange goings-on of our military. All those ranks and jobs and money 
and training and on and on: it's all covered here, and NOT in so much detail as to turn anyone away from service: it is 
not an overwhelming read, it's balanced just right. Very nice work.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. If 
You Don't Know What Today's Military Is Like --By A Customer-- this book was very helpful in walking us through 
the enlistment process, explaining benefits and offering solid advice. A jewel for any parent with children thinking 
about going into the military for a few years.

For many young people weighing the pros and cons of joining the military, the details of what their lives would be like 
in uniform are often a mystery. How tough is boot camp really? How much freedom would I have? What is the fine 
print for pay and veterans benefits? This unique guide provides a mix of factual information and practical advice from 
the author of a half-dozen books that translate military-ese into simple English. Students, parents, and counselors can 
use this helpful guide to make informed decisions about whether or not military life is right for them.Delivered in a 
friendly style by Budahn, who draws upon 30 years' experience writing about the military for civilian publications, this 
volume looks at four different phases of the journey from civilian society into the military: making the decision to join, 
boot camp and the first years in uniform, the military as a long-term job, and veteran's benefits. Factual details, 
practical advice, stories from young people now on active duty, and even humor are sprinkled throughout its pages. 
Future service members will learn how the recruitment process works, what boot camp basics are, what the rules of the 
military are, what types of benefits to expect as a veteran, as well as a wealth of other details concerning this unique 
career choice. Such information as military pay, military abbreviations and acronyms, and major medals awarded is 
also included. Students, parents, and counselors can use this helpful guide to make informed decisions about whether 
or not military life is right for them.

"Here is a book every about-to-be recruited teen should read." - Alternative Newsletter"For any high schooler 
considering a term in the military, this book is indispensable." - Today's Librarian"It does a good job of presenting 
both the pros and conshellip;.a good mix of facts and advice." - The Parent Educator MagazineAbout the AuthorP. J. 
BUDAHN is the D.C.-based spokesman for the American Legion. He is the author of Veterans Guide to Benefits, 
Careers: A Military Guide, and Reservists Money Guide. He has been a long-time reporter on military affairs and he is 
the author of top-selling books about military benefits. 


