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Pranab Bardhan : International Trade, Growth, and Development  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised International Trade, Growth, and Development: 

This collection of essays draws from over thirty years of work by noted economist Pranab Bardhan to address the inter-
related themes of international trade, growth, and rural development. Covering a wide range of important issues within 
the field, these essays describe theoretical and empirical perspectives on economic agents both at the micro and macro 
levels of the economy in development. Introductions to each of the book's three sections place the articles in 
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perspective and relate them to current research.

ldquo;Pranab Bardhan is a master of small, clear, and pointed economic models. He is also a virtuoso at making them 
speak to important questions of economic development. The last third of this book reveals yet another Bardhan: the 
patient digger after the ways in which social institutions and economic law combine to activate village economies in 
rural India. There is something to learn about economic development on every page.rdquo; Robert Solow, Nobel 
Laureate, MIT ldquo;Pranab Bardhan is one of the most influential development economists of his generation. His 
approach, which emphasises the interplay of economic and social institutions in shaping resource allocation, now 
permeates mainstream thinking about how economies work. These essays provide key insights into the economics of 
growth, trade, and factor markets and will be of interest to a wide range of scholars interested in the processes of 
economic development.rdquo;Timothy Besley, London School of EconomicsFrom the Back CoverThis collection of 
essays draws from over thirty years of work by noted economist Pranab Bardhan to address the interrelated themes of 
international trade, growth, and rural development. Covering a wide range of important issues within the field, these 
essays describe theoretical and empirical perspectives on economic agents both at the micro and macro levels of the 
economy in development. Additionally, introductions to each of the book's three sections place the articles in 
perspective and relate them to current research. The essays analyze such issues as: various constraints faced by poor 
countries trading with rich countries, the implications of vintage capital models for trade and growth, and the nature of 
contracts in rural markets of poor countries. The intensive empirical studies concerning this last issue (using both large 
datasets and field surveys) work to provide a solid foundation for a more authentic theory of rural development. This 
collection will make available some widely cited articles that are not always easy to find, in addition to serving as an 
overview of Bardhan's significant contribution to these areas of study.About the AuthorPranab Bardhan is Professor of 
Economics at University of California, Berkeley, and co-chair of the MacArthur Foundation- funded Network on the 
Effects of Inequality on Economic Performance. He is Chief Editor of the Journal of Development Economics, has 
contributed numerous journal articles, and has written or edited 15 books, including The Role of Governance in 
Economic Development: A Political Economy Approach (1997), Development Microeconomics (with Christopher 
Udry, 2000), and the two-volume Readings in Development Microeconomics (with Christopher Udry, 2000). 


