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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A life only God could have changed for the betterBy Brother AlbertI 
was challenged by an agnostic relative of mine about Mother Teresa's faith, at a time when I did not know much about 
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her. In my extensive reading about her I was recommended this book by my dear friend, Dr. Scott Key, who knows 
Mary Poplin . After reading it I gave a copy of it to my relative, for him to see that not all well educated people think 
that believing in God is meaningless. If anything, this book shows how the God of the universe gives meaning to our 
lives and instills in us a very real hope for the future. This book is not about Mother Teresa as much as it is the story of 
Dr. Mary Poplins' life before and after coming to faith.Please read this book, if for no other reason than curiosity you 
will definitely not be disappointed.your brother in Christ,Albert R.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Inspirational.By A RochesterMary Poplin, the author has done an exceptional job of presenting the material in this 
book.After trotting the well worn road of counter culture she has come full circle to embrace Christianity.She had the 
privilege of spending 2 months as a volunteer in Calcutta working with The Missionaries of Charity.There is no lack 
of information about Mother Teresa, however, through the eyes of a new Christian, Poplinfinds a depth and spirituality 
I have not previously read. The inside look at Mother Teresa's world is fascinating.But this book is much more. Poplin, 
a professor, came to the shocking realization that her courses remained secular.We share many of the author's truths as 
her faith grows. Two chapters were outstanding, Mother Teresa's Dark Night of the Spirit and the Humor of Mother 
Teresa. It is impossible to read this book and not be inspired by thenun's dedication and work ethic.1 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. Life-changing bookBy Carolyn CurtisFinding Calcutta gave me the sense of joy that 
author Mary Poplin experienced as she lived and worked with Mother Teresa...and, in the process, found her own 
spiritual footings. Dr. Poplin "put me there" in Calcutta, a place that seemed horribly depressing until my reading of 
how this highly qualified scholar's service to others lifted her spirits and set right her heart.My favorite passage is this 
section of her personal journey: "Now I can see how the radical feminist literature with which I was once enthralled is 
so contradictory. How can such intellectuals profess that women are more caring than men, yet simultaneously 
advocate vociferously for abortion?" Dr. Poplin goes on to express her new attitudes with amazing transparency about 
her previous life choices.Simply put: This book is powerful and changed my life.

"Find the sick, the suffering and the lonely right there where you are. . . . You can find Calcutta all over the world, if 
you have the eyes to see." --Mother TeresaLifelong educator Mary Poplin, after experiencing a newfound awakening 
to faith, sent a letter to Calcutta asking if she could visit Mother Teresa and volunteer with the Missionaries of Charity. 
She received a response saying, "You are welcome to share in our works of love for the poorest of the poor." So in the 
spring of 1996, Poplin spent two months in Calcutta as a volunteer. There she observed Mother Teresa's life of work 
and service to the poor, participating in the community's commitments to simplicity and mercy. Mother Teresa's 
unabashedly religious work stands in countercultural contrast to the limitations of our secular age.Poplin's journey 
gives us an inside glimpse into one of the most influential lives of the twentieth century and the lessons Mother Teresa 
continues to offer. Upon Poplin's return, she soon discovered that God was calling her to serve the university world 
with the same kind of holistic service with which Mother Teresa served Calcutta.Not everyone can go to Calcutta. But 
all of us can find our own meaningful work and service. Come and answer the call to find your Calcutta!

"Finding Calcutta is an intriguing journey of faith and insight as Mary Poplin discovers how to integrate her newfound 
faith into her well entrenched academic world. Her forthright approach is refreshingly honest without becoming an 
expose. Her practical understanding of Mother Theresa's faith and resultant purpose would be appreciated by Mother 
Theresa herself for the glory brought to God." (Lisa R. Roberts, Dharma Deepika, January-June 2010)"Finding 
Calcutta is inspirational." (James A. Cox, The Midwest Book , January 2009)"Finding Calcutta is a must read for 
anyone interested in learning more about Mother Teresa and the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta and understanding 
the dynamics behind their work and service." (Tricia C., Book Bargains and Previews 
(www.bookbargainsandpreviews.com), November 2008)"While on one level, Finding Calcutta is a reflection of one 
woman's interaction with Mother Teresa and the Sisters of Charity, it is also a deeper call to the readers to discover 
their own 'Calcutta' and to live there with the same measure of abandon. The simplicity and focus of the sisters in 
Finding Calcutta helped me acknowledge that the small ways I move toward offering my life (even addressing those 
darn shopping addictions) can be as 'beautiful for God' as an irresistible revolution." (The Link Between 
(www.thelinkbetween.wordpress.com), November 19, 2008)"A profound journey of the heart, head and hands in 
which Mary Poplin discovers her own 'Calcutta'--the classroom with its students in whom seeds of life must be sown 
for the life of the world to come." (Kelly Monroe Kullberg, founder, The Veritas Forum, and author of Finding God 
Beyond Harvard: The Quest for Veritas)"Mary Poplin's pilgrimage of discovering Christ among the most vulnerable of 
the world's poor is an accessible and inspiring invitation to us all. Her honesty, thoughtfulness and reflections are an 
important provocation for those who find their realities separated from our sisters and brothers who suffer today. Mary 
does an excellent job of building the bridges between the insulated and isolated lack of experience of poverty in 
academia and the oppression and injustice on the streets of one of the world's poorest cities. Her interactions and 
stories of Mother Teresa and the Missionaries of Charity are a true glimpse of grace and a sweet reminder that God is 
with and among those who suffer most. Honest, thoughtful and reflective, Finding Calcutta will challenge you to love 
more freely where you find yourself." (Christopher L. Heuertz, international director, Word Made Flesh, and author of 



Simple Spirituality: Learning to See God in a Broken World)"Mary Poplin's spiritually nurturing account of her 
experiences with the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta is a loving portrait of a true work of God. In these pages 
readers encounter Mother Teresa's deep spiritual wisdom as a call to reflection, repentance and a renewed concern for 
'the poorest of the poor' as bearers of Christ's image. There is spiritual refreshment here for believer and doubter 
alike." (James A. Herrick, Guy Vander Jagt Professor of Communication, Hope College, author of The Making of the 
New Spirituality and Scientific Mythologies)"Mary Poplin found her first Calcutta in India as she volunteered in 
Mother Teresa's ministry to the poorest of the poor. She found her second Calcutta in her own university as she 
returned to recognize that the poorest of the poor are not always those with no material wealth but those with no 
knowledge of God and nowhere to find it. The story of her transformed spiritual life segues beautifully into the story 
of her transformed academic life. An exciting book of great wisdom." (James W. Sire, author of The Universe Next 
Door and Habits of the Mind)"In this poignant, elegant, humble memoir, Poplin gives us far more than Mother Teresa 
or even another Mother Teresa story. She gives us instead the Jesus and the Christianity that operated through Mother 
Teresa. Poplin's experience of finding Calcutta irrevocably changed her soul. It will change yours as well." (Phyllis 
Tickle, former religion editor, Publishers Weekly, and compiler of The Divine Hours)"If you've ever wondered what it 
would be like to be a worldly California academic curious enough to volunteer in Mother Teresa's Calcutta Mission, 
prepare to be surprised. After struggling to translate her experience there for a secular audience, Dr. Poplin has ended 
by translating her readers into Mother Teresa's own unfamiliar, spiritual dimension. Watch out--you will not be able to 
keep from meditating." (C. John Sommerville, author of The Decline of the Secular University)"Having been the 
spiritual director of the Missionaries of Charity in Asia for many years, I read Mary Poplin's book with keen interest 
and fond memories of these remarkable women. Finding Calcutta is a love story between God and two women, 
Mother Teresa and the author. In describing her encounter and the lessons learned with 'God's pencil,' Mary Poplin has 
penned 'something beautiful for God.' This book not only captures the spirituality of Mother Teresa and her sisters but 
also reminds us of an important principle in spiritual formation that God taught its author: our own Calcutta is most 
often right smack where we are." (Albert Haase, O.F.M., director, School of Spirituality at Mayslake Ministries, and 
author of Coming Home to Your True Self: Leaving the Emptiness of False Attractions)"Mary Poplin seeks to 
integrate her experience with Mother Teresa into her work and life and to come together with others who hunger and 
thirst. This book can be a platform to gather those of us so disposed so that the flame is not lost and will continue to 
produce abundant fruit, fruits of eternal life." (Father Angelo Devananda Scolozzi, U.F.W., Centro de Espiritualidad 
Madre Teresa, Chihuahua, Mexico)"Mary Poplin takes us on a pilgrimage toward clarity about who we are and what 
our life amounts to. The pilgrimage is simultaneously through Calcutta and through the heart of the 'sophisticated' 
dynamics of university life in America. As it proceeds we gain a better understanding of the social forces that govern 
the university in the name of intellect--but falsely so. It will be of special help to those engaged in academic life, at 
whatever level. They will find here a guide who has been grasped by God and enabled to see that life and the 
surrounding cultural world for what they really are, and what under God they could be." (Dallas Willard, professor of 
philosophy, University of Southern California, and author of The Divine Conspiracy and Hearing God)About the 
AuthorMary Poplin (Ph.D., University of Texas) is a professor of education at Claremont Graduate University in 
California, where she has served as director of the teacher education program and dean of the School of Educational 
Studies. Poplin conducts research inside urban classrooms and schools that promote both justice and accountability. 
She teaches courses on pedagogy, history and philosophy of education, as well as Christian principles related to these 
areas. She is also a frequent speaker at Veritas Forums and for both Protestant and Catholic retreats across the country. 


