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Christopher Steiner : Automate This: How Algorithms Took Over Our Markets, Our Jobs, and the World 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Automate This: How 
Algorithms Took Over Our Markets, Our Jobs, and the World: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Stories and business applications of machine learningBy Sandro 
SaittaAutomate This is a journey into the world of anything that can be automated, from stock picking to medical 
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diagnosis. The author, Christopher Steiner, excels in telling stories and bringing interesting anecdotes to the reader. 
Although focused on the trading world, the book explores topics such as automated music creation, geopolitical 
analysis and poker playing.Automate This is about the stories and business applications of machine learning. Itrsquo;s 
a pleasant reading for both people in the field and others. Practitioners will find interesting applications of machine 
learning, although without any technical details. People outside of the field will get a feeling of what can be done with 
data mining algorithms.Out of the second chapter, about the history of man and algorithms, I found the book really 
enjoying. Steinerrsquo;s book is also telling the story of Quants moving from the finance industry to the Silicon 
Valley. In summary, Automate This is an excellent book about machine learning, without mentioning it (the author 
uses the word ldquo;automatedrdquo; for machine learning). Highly advised to anyone interested in knowing how 
machine learning is changing our world.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. SensationalBy S PI really 
enjoy the aim of this book -- to explain how algorithms play such an important role in different areas of our lives. Case 
studies help add context to what might otherwise be an abstract mathematical musing. But I find the average Joe-
oriented approach to come with unintended consequences. The writing is simply hyperbolic. It makes each 
incremental advancement in automation out to be the apocalypse. Options traders are using options -- well let's pack 
up and call it a day! Euler started mathematics from a young age -- what a genius! What a remarkable young 
mind!!The author, lacking a more meaningful approach to this subject matter, decided to dramatize it as if to catch our 
attention. Duly noted, and poorly received.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. As great as the historical 
elements areBy CustomerTrue to its sub-title, Automate This is chock full of history about how technology has been 
changed forever by the development and progressive innovation of algorithms. From the Wall Street collapse of 2008 
to the composition of classical, composer inspired music with only a computerrsquo;s software program, Steiner 
reveals throughout the book how algorithms have turned industries on their head yet are still capable of so much more 
than we are ready to accept. As great as the historical elements are, be forewarned that the book is much more focused 
on how the industry got to where it was in 2013 than about where the industry is going from 2016 and beyond. For the 
reader who already knows a bit about Watson, the IBM super computer, or has read the book or seen the movie 
Moneyball about how baseball recruiting is far more accurate through algorithm than scout, this book might not 
provide enough new anecdotes or present as much predictive flair as the savvy reader would enjoy.For the algorithm 
novice, Steiner gives us hope when he explains why Wall Street was altered by quants who are no longer (thankfully) 
flocking to that field, and so hopefully they will be able to focus instead on music production, Top 40 hit generation, 
baseball recruiting, professional level poker playing, medical diagnostics, human psychology, customer experience, 
and other many areas, which show how much our world can now be dictated by the sophisticated algorithms 
developed over the last fifty years. In some places, the book reads as a cautionary tale for the college student or young 
professional looking to find an industry that will continue to grow with human capital instead of machines (hint, it is 
not medical diagnostics). It also shares success stories, which might point a more experienced algorithm researcher to 
a unique company or individual expert that have advanced missions in automated computing.Overall the book is 
written without too much technical jargon, and it has an easy ready style. At times, it has painstakingly long chapters 
and it does not often rely on humor to entertain. But for someone looking to learn about the algorithmic transformation 
of our technological world and gain a sense for how that will only continue to spread, I would recommend 
Steinerrsquo;s book.

The rousing story of the last gasp of human agency and how todayrsquo;s best and brightest minds are endeavoring to 
put an end to it.It used to be that to diagnose an illness, interpret legal documents, analyze foreign policy, or write a 
newspaper article you needed a human being with specific skillsmdash;and maybe an advanced degree or two. These 
days, high-level tasks are increasingly being handled by algorithms that can do precise work not only with speed but 
also with nuance. These ldquo;botsrdquo; started with human programming and logic, but now their reach extends 
beyond what their creators ever expected.In this fascinating, frightening book, Christopher Steiner tells the story of 
how algorithms took overmdash;and shows why the ldquo;bot revolutionrdquo; is about to spill into every aspect of 
our lives, often silently, without our knowledge.The May 2010 ldquo;Flash Crashrdquo; exposed Wall Streetrsquo;s 
reliance on trading bots to the tune of a 998-point market drop and $1 trillion in vanished market value. But that was 
just the beginning. In Automate This, we meet bots that are driving cars, penning haiku, and writing music mistaken 
for Bachrsquo;s. They listen in on our customer service calls and figure out what Iran would do in the event of a 
nuclear standoff. There are algorithms that can pick out the most cohesive crew of astronauts for a space mission or 
identify the next Jeremy Lin. Some can even ingest statistics from baseball games and spit out pitch-perfect sports 
journalism indistinguishable from that produced by humans.The interaction of man and machine can make our lives 
easier. But what will the world look like when algorithms control our hospitals, our roads, our culture, and our national 
security? What hapshy;pens to businesses when we automate judgment and eliminate human instinct? And what role 
will be left for doctors, lawyers, writers, truck drivers, and many others?Who knowsmdash;maybe therersquo;s a bot 



learning to do your job this minute.


