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Henry Etzkowitz : Athena Unbound: The Advancement of Women in Science and Technology  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Athena Unbound: The 
Advancement of Women in Science and Technology: 

9 of 14 people found the following review helpful. More like a research paper than a bookBy A CustomerI picked this 
book for my engineering ethics class thinking how great it would be to read about the experience of other females in 
engineering. To my dismay the book was slow and repetitive. The books studies white American women in science. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000SESOD8


The data through out the book is presented in a rough research paper like format. This is not a peasant to read book. If 
you can identify with white American women in the scientific field, then read this book. Otherwise the focus of this 
book is too narrow and the authors of the book does not present any practical solutions to the problems encountered by 
women in the scientific field.8 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Great Introduction to SubjectBy 
Caterpillar GirlThis book is one of the best books I have read on the subject of women in science. It will appeal to the 
general public, who tire quickly of statistic upon statistic. Instead, this book gives a broad overview of the gender 
issues surrounding science and approached to resolve these issues. Should be required reading in any gender or science 
history class, I think, though the focus is on contemporary issues not historical documentation.5 of 5 people found the 
following review helpful. Best in class for women in science booksBy Laura L. Mays HoopesI probably have read 
every book on women in science for the last thirty years or so, and I regret that so many are data-rich to the point of 
unreadability. Athena Unbound is a refreshing exception; it delves into situations of women who marry and have 
children, situations of women whose mentors do not mentor them, and many other difficulties women experience 
when trying to become and stay scientists. I read this one all the way through in one sitting, then read it again slower 
to savor all of its insights. I recommend it very highly, up there with the older but still zingy Vivian Gornick, Women 
in Science.

Why are there still so few female scientists? Despite the scientific ethos of universalism and inclusion, women 
continue to experience real social inequities as they struggle to gain recognition in the scientific community. Based on 
extensive interviews and backed by quantitative analysis, this compelling work exposes the hidden barriers, subtle 
exclusions, and unwritten rules that confront women at every juncture along the scientific career path--from childhood 
to retirement. Through vivid personal accounts the authors offer an illuminating and sobering view of the effects these 
obstacles have on the personal and professional lives of women. They argue that women can succeed in the scientific 
workplace by successfully managing "social capital," those networks and relationships scientists rely on for 
professional support and new ideas. This benchmark volume is vital reading for all scientists and social scientists--
both male and female--and for women considering a scientific career.


