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Preface This book contains the proceedings of the International Tax Conference on the c- th th mon consolidated
corporate tax base (CCCTB) that was held in Berlin on 15 ndash; 16 may 2007. The conference was jointly organised
by the German Federal Ministry of Finance, the Centre for European Economic Research (ZEW), Mannheim, and the
Max Planck Institute (MPI) for Intellectual Property, Competition and Tax Law, Munich. More than 250 participants
from all over Europe and other regions, scholars, politicians, business people and tax administrators, discussed the Eu-
pean Commissionrsgquo;s proposal to establish a CCCTB. Three panels of tax experts evaluated the common tax base
with respect to structural elements, consolidation, allocation, international aspects and administration. The conference
made clear that the CCCTB has the potential to overcome some of the most intriguing problems of corporate income
taxation within the Common Market. Common tax accounting rules substantially reduce compliance and
administrative costs. Consolidation of a grouprsquo;s profits and losses effects cro- border loss compensation which
removes amajor tax obstacle for European cro- border investment. At the same time, tax planning with respect to
financing and transfer pricing is pushed back within the European Union. Moreover, as far asthe CCCTB applies,
member states are able to remove tax provisions that are targeted at cross border tax evasion and that might be
challenged by the jurisdiction of the Eu- pean Court of Justice.



